Meeting Minutes for February 19, 2009

Meeting was called to order by the President at 7:10 pm

Motion was made to have the secretary cast one vote for the office of Vice President prior to the start of the regular business. Motion was made by Dom G. with 2nd. Secretary cast one vote for Chris Blanc for V.P.

Motion to accept minutes of the last meeting as published via newsletter and the website.  Rich Schumacher’s proposal was for the boater position to be the #1 boater not # 2 as written. Motion was made by Amy to accept minutes as amended. – Passed

Financial report was given by Rich Suhie. Rich noted that Lee Johnson as well as the federation had paid the bill for the website. Rich and Lee will work this out with Go Daddy. Copies of the financial statement were at the head table for the membership.

Tournament trail:
The tournament trail was discussed once again and the following list of the tournaments is the approved schedule.
May 3, 2009 – Pachaug

May 24, 2009 – Lake Lillinonah

June 14, 2009 – Lake Zoar

July 19, 2009 – Candlewood Lake – Lattin’s cove

August 9, 2009 – Ct. River – Salmon River Launch

2-day State Championship

August 29, 2009 – Lake Lillinonah

August 30, 2009 – Candlewood Lake – Lattin’s Cove

Fred reminded everyone that with the amount of tournament trails available to the fishing community that we need to be a friendlier tournament trail. Also, to help speed up the amount of time that it takes to complete a weigh-in that we will need help at the weigh-ins.
It was noted that the weigh scale should be separated from the fish tank, so that the 2 are not intertwined with each other. 
Environmental – None.
Website – Lee Johnson was given a detailed list by the membership as to the problems with the website
State Team
The deposit for the lodging for the team has been sent.
There was no team meeting scheduled.

Youth – Joe R. announced the schedule for the Junior Trail and is as follows;
May 9, 2009 – Lake Lillinonah

May 30, 2009 – Candlewood Lake – Lattin’s Cove

June 27, 2009 – Candlewood Lake – Squantz

August 15, 2009 – Lake Lillinonah

October 3, 2009 – Candlewood Lake - Squantz
Reminder that the age brackets are 11 - 14 and 15 – 18. Dues are $5.00
Tournament times are 7:30 am – 2:30 pm

Mike Iovino inquired about starting a college club. He has a total of 8 students interested in starting a club at UCONN.

College students fishing the National Guard trail need only to show up with their fishing gear to fish this trail. Dues are $35.00
Motion to accept the committee reports 

Motion by Jim Sherman with 2nd  - Passed

Old Business

We are still looking for volunteers for the audit committee. The audit will take place within the next month or so.
Reduced rates for new members/clubs (one time only) are as follows: The current $25.00 dues shall be discounted $10.00 – individual / $15.00 – Club level per person with minimum 6 member sign-up.

Motion was made by Lee Johnson to allow guest to fish a tournament (one time only). – Passed 
Motion by Dom G. to allow angler to fish in the “B” division only. – Passed
Fred passed out updated by-laws.

Fishing show in Hartford was a success with a list of aprox. 50 people interested, list to be compiled.

Fred thanked all that worked the show.

We revised the show booth with lots of pictures. 

Amy is looking to create a database so that the newsletter can be sent via email. This will help keep the postage costs down for the year.

Chris Blanc discussed the current situation with SCBA concern with the FLW dues.

After much discussion a motion was made to extend the discount to 2 clubs (SCBA & Northern). This item was motioned and 2nd – Passed.

A motion was made to run another tournament – motioned and 2nd – Passed

New Business
Fred brought forth the following emergency by-law proposal. It was motioned to the floor for acceptance of emergency proposal. 15 – yes 

Proposal is as follows:

Voting and Eligibility

For votes regarding new by-laws, by-law amendments and officers (at the end of the year), members who are eligible to vote are those who have paid all necessary dues (TBF National, TBF of CT. and FLW) for the upcoming year due by December 1st.

The December date was added by a friendly amendment.

Mike Kane has extended the same sponsorship program to the TBF of Connecticut that was offered to CBFN.

The offer is as follows:

Mike Kane Made a proposal of giving 10% of the money spent at Tournament Force by the members of the TBF of Connecticut 5% would be cash and 5% would be in merchandise.
Chris and Fred will collect the receipts for this program.

Nationals are in Branson, MO. Motion was made by Lee Johnson to give each person going a $600.00 advance with 2nd – Passed (it was so noted that receipts/expenses must be turned in within 30 days of the event).

Fred asked all present to do their best w/ public relations at tournament sites.

Lee Johnson thanked Jim M. and Jeff from Northern for the help with the website issues.

Joe R. passed out to the officers an inventory list.

Joe R. proposed a standing rule regarding the waiver forms required by TBF National.

The standing rule is as follows:

All participants at TBF sponsored fishing events shall signed and date the "TBF, State and Provincial Federation and TBF Club Event Participant Waiver and Release" waiver form prior to the first club or state tournament of each calendar year. The original copy shall be retained by the Secretary of the TBF of CT. No person will be allowed to fish unless this waiver form has been signed and dated. 

Waivers to be collected and held by the State Secretary.

Motioned and 2nd – Passed

Joe Voerman reminded everyone to check their FLW membership renewals. Joe R. stated that renewal dues are $25.00

Amy confirmed that we have the availability of Cabela’s for our April and July meetings.
Joe Voerman stated that the Fort Ticonderoga renovations are in the works and should be completed and ready by September.

The New York and Ontario TBF federations have split.
2 people were drawn from the names received at the show. The following persons have won a free entry into a TBF tournament.

The winners are as follows:

#1 – Justin Rompre and #2 – Brian Beuershausen. They have each won 1 free entry into the “B” division trail.
Meeting adjourned at 9:20 pm

Respectfully submitted,

Jim Marenzana

Secretary

TBF of CT.

